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Function is a necessary consideration in determining the structure of a database.  It is necessary to first determine what the priorities of the team are before committing to a database alternative or design.  The capacity in which a database will function will help to place constraints on what solutions are possible.  Questions to help determine function include:
· Should the information be available for viewing only within the team?

· What are the actual priorities and motivations for setting up this database?

· What are the needs of each team member? 

· Are there any internal resources, such as IT, a webmaster, etc.?

· What data types are we looking to manage?  How much variety?  What volume?
· How is everything going to be organized/ referenced within the system?
· Are there existing web-based options, or will this need to be designed?

