
Minutes for Committee Members Meeting

Date: September 16, 2014
Time: 2:30 PM CDT

Means: Conference Call

Attendees: Ahmet Erdemir
Bill Lytton
Lealem Mulugeta
Jerry Myers
Joy Ku
Lu Tian

Not Available: Gary An
Tina Morrison

Agenda:

1. MSM Consortium 2014 feedback - 10 min
2. Ten Simple Rules survey visibility - 10 min
3. Glossary activities - 5 min
4. Other - 5 min

Action Items:

See Notes for details.

• Ahmet: 
◦ Work through the manuscript outline 
◦ Prepare for wider invitation of the global community to fill out the survey

• Joy:
◦ Will contact Alison Marsden to be the first potential speakers for the case study webinars

• Lealem:
◦ Complete meeting minutes and post to website
◦ Add a column to the table that lists all of the communities we can potentially reach out to for the 
survey to indicate if, and who contacted the different communities.

Notes:

1. MSM Consortium 2014 feedback: 
• Lealem, Ahmet and Bill were at the meeting. The first day was dedicated to the presentation about 

the mission of the committee. Ahmet and Lealem promoted the survey and the glossary effort. 
During the satellite meeting a more in-depth presentation was given to discuss the specific details of 
what the purpose of the glossary was and how to contribute.

• Prior to the third day satellite meeting, Ahmet, Lealem, Gary and Raj met to discuss about the 
committee and the various activities of the committee. Key points of discussion include:



◦ IMAG is going to be adding a requirement in the upcoming MSM consortium announcement for 
the proposers to include model credibility plan as part of their proposals. Therefore, it might be a 
great venue to blend in our activities to learn from the different investigators about how they 
approach assessment of model credibility, and possibly use their approach as some examples of 
how to demonstrate model credibility. Lealem also noted that this part of the solicitation was in 
fact motivated by the Committee's activities and reoccurring discussions about model credibility 
throughout the MSM community. Lealem also played a strong role in developing this section of 
the solicitation with the intention of maintaining alignment with the Committee's objectives. 
Therefore, it is reasonable to leverage the work of the MSM community by encouraging them to 
share their credibility plans as examples we can all learn from.

◦ We may also propose the idea of including contributing to the glossary as part of the MSM 
consortium funding activities with the possibility of using the glossary as part of the consortium 
announcement, and/or having the different investigators funded by the different programs to 
contribute to the glossary. The reality is that the investigators all submit to the calls and they all 
review the grants, clear communication among the community or among the review panel. So 
collaboratively developing the glossary may alleviate the communication problem.

• Jerry asked about how to get involved with the program announcements to provide feedback on the 
content of the announcement. Ahmet explained how the funded investigators or those interested in 
proposing provide feedback, and the program officers listen to the investigator on how the 
announcement should she shaped. Lealem also explained how he was directly involved in the 
development of the credibility section, and the credibility section was developed as a direct bi-
product of the Committee's activities. Therefore, the Committee's is already playing a strong role in 
this regard.

• The reproducibility and model sharing was a pretty prominent topic during the meeting, and this is 
something that seems to be a big push to solve. Furthermore, congress wants to see the 
reproducibility problem solved. So it's pretty timely that the Committee was formed to address this 
problem among other credibility issues.

• Bill gave a quick overview of the BRAIN initiative discussions about the push there is about 
understanding the brain at a similar level that was done with the Genome project. But the first step to 
this is to first obtain data, which is greatly lacking right now. The hope is to understand the more 
detailed functions of the different sections of the brain rather than the gross functions which there is a
greater understanding of right now.

2. Ten Simple Rules survey visibility: 
• The survey has been launched, and it was promoted during the MSM meeting. To date there have 

been over 40 people who have taken the survey. Now it is time to push the survey out to the greater 
community more aggressively. Ahmet will advertize it through LinkedIn, and share it to the MSM 
consortium and to the Biomechanics forum.

• There is also a section of the Wiki that lists all the different communities we may be able to reach out
to (http://wiki.simtk.org/cpms/Committee_External_Contact_List). So if our name is listed as the 
main contact person, we should be prepared to send the invitation and identify on the table when the 
invitation was sent.

• Lealem will add columns to the table that lists all of the communities we can potentially reach to to 
identify who reached out to them and when. This is important to ensure that we don't send the survey
to a community multiple times, which in turn may give the appearance that the we are disorganized 
and lack professionalism.

3. Glossary activities: 
• Gary, Ahmet, Lealem and Raj had an extensive discussion about what we would like to see in a 

http://wiki.simtk.org/cpms/Committee_External_Contact_List


glossary page. Ahmet has updated the wiki pages and template to have more details be in alignment 
with the outcomes of this discussion.

• Currently the wiki pages are set so that only committee members can edit it. The committee agreed 
that the wiki pages should be set so that any registered member of SimTK can edit the pages. Joy 
will check with the SimTK web developer to ensure that we can do this for the whole wiki site.

4. Other: 
• Joy is having difficulties finding case studies that can be added to the survey of models that have 

gone into clinical practice. Therefore she proposed identifying a few individuals who have some 
experience of taking a model into a clinical practice in some form or another, what process they 
followed and why they thought the process worked. This would be an advantageous approach in that 
it would be more interactive and it would give incentive to the contributors by allowing them to 
publicize their work.

• Joy identified Alison Marsden of UCSD who has developed and used cardiovascular simulations that
have been used in medical practice. She will check with them to see if and when the most 
appropriate date for the first date will be. To get things started we will do one person talks instead of 
panel discussions. However, the format in general can be flexible and should not be engaging to the 
audience.

• This may even be part of the MSM consortium seminars, but it needs to be a more laymen version of
the discussion instead of a detailed scientific discussion. Joy will facilitate the speaker's talking 
points to ensure that they stay on target with the intent of the talks. 

• Ahmet will continue to work on the paper outline for the committee perspective of the ten simple 
rules.


