
Minutes for Committee Members Meeting

Date: October 8, 2015
Time: 12:30 PM CDT

Means: Conference Call

Attendees: Gary An
Ahmet Erdemir
Joy Ku
Bill Lytton
Tina Morrison
Lealem Mulugeta

Not Available: Jerry Myers
Lu Tian

Agenda:

1. Introduction to our newest Executive Committee Member, Dr. Marc Horner – 7 min
◦ Round table introduction of other members as well

2. Review of action items from previous meeting - 5 min
3. Update on IMAG MSM meeting - 5 min
4. Ten Simple Forward Plan - 5 min

◦ Committee Perspective paper (draft deadline?)
◦ Data processing for survey results to expand on current preliminary analysis (Data Analysis 

Group meet regularly?)
5. Webinars possible topics and timeline - 5 min
6. Other items - 3 min

Action Items:

See Notes for details.

• Lealem:
◦ Send out the link to the IMAG/MSM Meeting presentation, which includes preliminary results of

the survey. 
◦ Send out the link to the current draft of the manuscript.
◦ Start a forum discussion on the interpretation of survey results.
◦ Update web/wiki pages of the Committee mentioned in the final Avicenna roadmap document.

• Ahmet: 
◦ Summarize the breakout session at the IMAG/MSM Meeting.

• Lealem & Ahmet: 
◦ Reach out to various candidates for open Advisory Council posts. 

• Gary:
◦ Reach out to Markus Reiterer and Carol Herman again
◦ Follow up with the Geo modeling community.
◦ Gary will send the group the link for the final Avicenna roadmap.



• Joy:
◦ Reach out the Alison for further discussions of Committee activities. 

• Data Analysis Group:
◦ Start meeting regularly for interpretation of survey results.

Notes:

1. New Committee Members.
◦ Marc Horner agreed to join the Executive Committee. He was not able to attend this conference 

call due to conference scheduling. Marc brings experience from research and standards 
perspective. Lealem anticipates that he would be an active member of the Committee. 

◦ Ahmet informed the group that he had officially invited Maciej Swat to join the Executive 
Committee.

◦ There are two more open posts in the Advisory Council. Lealem and Ahmet will reach out to 
various candidates. 

2. Review of Previous Action Items.
◦ Gary had previous action items to follow up with Markus Reiterer, Simon Khan and Carol 

Herman. Ahmet and Lealem were cc'd in his previous e-mail communications with Markus 
Reiterer; there were no additional contact with him afterwards. Gary will reach out to Markus 
again. Gary had a phone conversation with Simon Kahn; his impression was that Simon did not 
seem to be interested in being active in the Committee. Carol Herman did not respond to Gary's 
initial e-mail; Gary will reach out to Carol again. Gary will also follow up with the Geo 
modeling community.

◦ Joy was not able to catch up with Alison Marsden about her possible involvement in the 
Committee. Joy will reach out the Alison for further discussions of Committee activities. 

◦ Data analysis group was previously tasked to prepare a preliminary analysis of the survey results 
for IMAG/MSM Consortium Meeting. They did and Lealem shared the analysis results during 
the meeting. Lealem will send out the link to the IMAG/MSM Meeting presentation, which 
includes preliminary results of the survey. 

3. IMAG/MSM Meeting Update.
◦ Overall the Committee's interactions with the community in IMAG/MSM Meeting went well. 

The Committee did not have a time slot for a 15 minutes presentation. Nonetheless, the 
Committee engaged with attendees during an hour breakout session. Lealem noted that there 
were a lot of new faces that showed interest in the Committee's activities. He also mentioned the 
significant emphasis on the glossary during he discussions. i.e. the terminology came up as an 
important issue and requests were made to formalize the glossary as a publication. Ahmet will 
summarize the breakout session at the IMAG/MSM Meeting.

4. Ten Simple Rules.
◦ Lealem and Ahmet had a discussion on the Ten “Not So” Simple Rules manuscript (the 

Committee perspective for credible practice). Ahmet noted that the outline for introduction and 
discussion are there. Methods and results are written in full, with a summary provided in the 
2015 BMES/FDA Meeting poster. Ahmet noted that he was hoping to have more detailed 
sections on workflow and examples for individual rules (blank sections in the manuscript draft) 
but these may need to be removed for the completion of the manuscript and can be developed as 
an ongoing, evolving activity of the Committee. Lealem will send the link to the current draft 
of the manuscript. Ahmet asked all team members to take a look when they can.

◦ Lealem recommended the Data Analysis Group to have regular meetings to interpret the survey 
results. There were no objections. Preliminary analysis was provided in the IMAG/MSM 
presentation (see notes above). Lealem will start a forum discussion on the interpretation of 
survey results. He requested that Committee members use the forum.



5. Webinars.
◦ Lealem asked Committee members to suggest topics for the webinars. He indicated the 

possibility to ask Jerry Myers talk about bone fracture risk model. Joy asked whether Lealem or 
Ahmet had a chance to talk to MSM investigators about them giving presentations on their 
model credibility plan. Ahmet noted that the first round of grants that have to include model 
credibility plan has just come in. Nonetheless, this idea will be followed up during next year. 
Tina asked if the webinars are for the whole MSM group. Ahmet noted that it is indeed for 
anyone that may have an interest and webinars are advertised in social media for public as well. 
Tina may have a couple of ideas; she will follow up offline. Gary will see if his Geo modeling 
contacts may be interested in to give a webinar.

6. Other Business.
◦ Ahmet noted that the final Avicenna roadmap document mentioned the Committee and its 

activities in two locations. Gary will send the group the link for the final Avicenna roadmap. 
Ahmet also mentioned that two specific web pages of the Committee were referred in the 
document – the web page of the Committee at the IMAG/MSM site and the “Ten Simple Rules” 
wiki page at the Committee site. Per Ahmet's request, Lealem will update these pages to 
facilitate flow of information related to Committee.

◦ Lealem emphasized the priority of the Glossary. All members were encouraged to pay attention.


